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1 Questions related to the call topic/scope
I.

Several questions concerned the general scope and the need to address
“prevention” as research topic.

Call text (pages 5-6):
“Through its fifth transnational call (non-cofunded by the EC), ERA PerMed aims to foster
research on prevention in personalised medicine. Personalised prevention or targeted/tailored
prevention considers both individual susceptibility to the risk of disease (e.g. depending on the
genomic, environmental background or lifestyle) and its perceived value and benefit (cultural
and social factors). Important components of prevention in personalised medicine also include
the 1) integration of the patients and citizen’s needs, connected to autonomous decision -making,
as a factor in the future up-take of preventive interventions by society, and 2) education and
reimbursement strategies to allow equal access.

2

ERA PerMed JTC2022 – Information Day Q&A document
Taking this into account, proposals submitted to the JTC2022 must go beyond generic health
promotion research applicable to society as a whole. Research proposals must include individual
risk assessment and strategies to develop tailored interventions in prevention for healthy
individuals, individuals at-risk, individual patient groups or sub/populations.
The overarching goal of this call is the development of tailor-made strategies for the prevention
of disease and disease progression, at three different levels:
i)
preventive measures to decrease the rate of incidence (primary prevention),
ii)
early detection to increase the efficacy of a preventive therapy, even before
symptoms develop (secondary prevention), and
iii)
interventions to prevent disease recurrence or to improve patient care and quality
of life (tertiary prevention).
Research on prevention from over-treatment or overmedicalisation in primary, secondary and
tertiary personalised preventive approaches is optional and could be part of research proposals,
if applicable. For more detailed information about the type of studies expected to be submitted
to the JTC2022, please see pages 14-15.”
Comment JCS: For more specific question, please contact the JCS.

II.

Research Areas/Modules

Question: “Does every proposal needs to address all aspects.”
Question: “If you only involve human volunteers in your research (1A or B part of the call), do
you need an ELSA project part?”
Call text (page 7):
“The JTC2022 is constructed around the following three research areas in order to ensure the
development of specific PM approaches considering the major aspects needed for their
successful implementation in the health systems: (1) “Translating Basic to Clinical Research and
Beyond”, (2) “Data and Information and Communication Technology (ICT)” and (3)
“Responsible and Effective Implementation in Healthcare”. Each proposal MUST address at
least one module out of each research area:

Assessment of the coherent integration and combination of the different research areas and
modules in the proposals is part of the evaluation process.”

Question: “Can a Work Package involve more than one partner and cover more than 1 research
module?”
Call Text (pages 15-16):
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“Consortia are asked to clearly demonstrate and describe how the selected research areas and
modules are integrated in the proposal and addressed in the work plan. To address a
module/research area adequately, there has to be a dedicated work package in the work plan
with a topic fitting to the module. In addition, the partner responsible for the respective work
package needs to have the appropriate expertise. The fulfilment of these two requirements
coupled with the coherent integration and combination of the different research areas and
modules in the proposals will be part of the evaluation process (see also page 25: “3. Quality and
efficiency of the implementation”).”
Several partners can be involved in one work package.
Please be aware that not all modules/research areas are eligible for each funder but are subject
of regional/national eligibility regulations. A clear separation of modules/research areas in work
packages/tasks and clear allocation of project partners to work packages/talks could avoid
problems regarding eligibility of budget or eligibility of consortium partners for their respective
funding organisation in the pre- and full-proposals eligibility check.
An overview about eligible modules/research areas for each funding organisation is available in
the call text annex II.

Question: “To which extent can dissemination/communication measures play within a project
given that ERA PerMed offers its channels as well?”
Dissemination and communication activities should be part of the project.
Publication acknowledgement: The following acknowledgement has to be included if data
generated through ERA PerMed funded projects are published: "This project was supported by
[name of funding organisation, or an acknowledgment as requested by your nation al funding
organisation], under the frame of ERA PerMed."

III.

Clinical studies

Several questions were received regarding the type of clinical study being eligible for the
JTC2022.
For detailed information about the type of studies expected to be submitted to the JTC2022,
please see pages 14-15 of the call text, e.g. page 14, extract:
“Small-scale exploratory clinical studies are within the scope of the call.
ERA PerMed can support exploratory clinical studies, including those with a smaller number of
patients/volunteers that aim to demonstrate the feasibility of early diagnosis and/or
stratification of patients for existing drugs, for example. Exploratory clinical studies submitted to
this call should be designed to allow further scalability, although their escalation is not part of
this joint call.
Proposals must adhere to the requested budget and time frame of the planned studies. Studies
should be finalised within the 3-year funding period of the call. ERA PerMed will only fund those
parts of the proposed study that address the aims of the call.
ERA PerMed supports exploratory clinical studies that assess the viability of a future study (e.g.
clinical trial):
4
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Pilot studies (…)
Feasibility studies that are not pilot studies (…)

Clinical trials that include a larger number of patients, for example for the identification or
development of novel drugs, are beyond the scope of the call.”

Several questions concerned the budget for clinical studies:
The budget per project partner depends on the regional/national funding regulations.

2 Questions related to the preparation of the consortium
I.

Partners participating on own funding

Call text (page 18): Eligibility criteria:




“Each consortium submitting a proposal must involve at least three partners eligible
for funding from three different countries whose funders participate in the call (…). All
three legal entities must be independent of each other.
Partners not eligible for funding by one of the (funding) organisations participating in
this JTC (e.g. from non-funding countries or not fundable according to the
regional/national regulations of the participating funding organisations) may
participate in projects provided that they demonstrate, with the full-proposal
submission, that their economic and human resources have already been secured and
will be available at the start of the project. No more than one partner with own funding
is allowed in the consortia with at least three partners eligible for funding. *”

*Please note: patient organisations are not included in this calculation and can be added as
partners participating with own funding at the pre- and full-proposal stage.
Question: “If a partner comes in with their own funding, does this necessitate add ing another
partner in addition who is funding eligible?”
Following the indication above (call text, page 18), only one partner on own funding can be
included in a consortium including at least three partners eligible to receive funding (exception
for patient organisations).

Question: “Partners that are not eligible for funding are accountable the minimum number of
partners-related requirements of the call?”
See answer above: Minimum requirement: At least three consortium partners that are eligible
to receive funding. Max. one partner on own funding (exception for patient organisations).

5

ERA PerMed JTC2022 – Information Day Q&A document

Private for-profit (industry) partners, e.g. SME1 (small and medium-sized
enterprises)

II.

Question: “Is the participation of SME positively assessed? Do we need to include an SME?”
ERA PerMed fosters multidisciplinary and intersectoral research and consortia.
Call text (page 19):
“Consortia submitting applications to this call are strongly encouraged to include partners
from different categories (A, B and C) in line with the crosscutting/multidisciplinary nature of
the call, where the aim is to include partners at different levels in the value chain. The number
of participants, the category of partner organisations and their research contribution should be
appropriate for the aims of the research project and should be reasonably balanced in terms of
international participation. Each collaborative project should represent the critical mass
necessary to achieve ambitious scientific goals and should clearly demonstrate added value for
the cooperation.”
Please note that some funders do not fund private or only non-profit partners. Please carefully
verify the respective funding regulations.

Question: “Can SME join in projects with their own funds from outside participating countries
(e.g. USA)?”
Yes.

III.

Transnational character of the call

Several questions were received regarding the regions/countries participating in the JTC2022.
All participating funding organisations and their origin (region/country) are listed in the call text.
The contact details of each funding organisation are available here:
https://erapermed.isciii.es/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/ERA-PERMED-JTC2022-%E2%80%93REGIONAL_NATIONAL-CONTACT-DETAILS.pdf

Question: “In cases where there are more than one funder within a country, is there any especial
consideration we should consider with regards to the application?”
Call text (page 18):




1

“Each consortium submitting a proposal must involve at least three partners eligible
for funding from three different countries whose funders participate in the call (see list
above). All three legal entities must be independent of each other.
Within one consortium, no more than two partners from the same country
participating in the call will be accepted, including those partners with their own
funding. For some funding agencies, the maximum number of eligible partners who can

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/business-friendly-environment/sme-definition_en
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be funded in one project is limited to one (see also “Guidelines for Applicants” for
individual funding rules).”
It is furthermore recommended to contact the individual funding organisations concerned by a
proposal to verify if any regional/national funding regulation needs to be respected.

Question: “Is Catalonia considered a region partner and so can collaborate with another Spanish
partner and with a third partner to constitute the consortium?”
Question: “If there is a maximal limit of one partner per country with separate regions does it
make 2, one from the region and the second one from the country the region is in, but outside
the region?”
As indicated above: “Each consortium submitting a proposal must involve at least three
partners eligible for funding from three different countries whose funders participate in the
call (see list above). All three legal entities must be independent of each other.” Following this
indication, a consortium with two partners located in the same country and requesting funding
e.g. from a regional and national funding organisation, have to include additionally at least two
other partners eligible for funding from two other countries.

Question: “Can two partners participate from the same country with two different funders (one
national and one regional)?”
Yes, please verify the respective regional/national funding regulations.

IV.

Other questions related to the partner composition

Question: “Regarding the partners -- should they be private partners? National partners? Should
we access the partnering tool before the pre-proposal phase?”
The use of the partnering tool is simply a networking possibility. The use of the partnering tool
is not obligatory. It is recommended to start networking and the construction of the consortium
in the pre-proposal phase. The partnering tool might be helpful in the second stage, if a
consortium invited to submit a full-proposal is interested in finding a partner from an
underrepresented country.
Three types of partners could be considered:
A. Academia (research teams working in universities, other higher education institutions) or
research institutes;
B. Clinical/public health sector (research teams working in hospitals/public health and/or
other healthcare settings and health organisations). Participation of clinicians (e.g. medical
doctors, nurses) in the research teams is encouraged;
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C. Private for-profit (industry) partners, e.g. SME2 (small and medium-sized enterprises) and
private non-profit partners, e.g. foundations, associations or non-governmental
organisations.
As indicated above: “Consortia submitting applications to this call are strongly encouraged to
include partners from different categories (A, B and C) in line with the
crosscutting/multidisciplinary nature of the call, where the aim is to include partners at
different levels in the value chain. The number of participants, the category of partner
organisations and their research contribution should be appropriate for the aims of the research
project and should be reasonably balanced in terms of international participation. Each
collaborative project should represent the critical mass necessary to achieve ambitious scientific
goals and should clearly demonstrate added value for the cooperation.”
Please contact the respective funding organisations to verify the eligibility of the partners as the
individual funding regulations apply. Not all above mentioned categories are eligible for all
funding organisations.
The question about the transnational character is explained above: “Section 2, III. Transnational
character of the call”.

Question: Does University Hospital cover academia AND clinical /Public health sector?
Please verify the category of your institution with your regional/national funding organisation.

V.

Patient organisations

Call Text (page 19):
“To facilitate the integration of patient organisations in consortia, they can be added to a
consortium as additional partners at the pre-proposal stage or the full-proposal stage. The
consortia must follow all of the above-mentioned rules regarding the consortia composition
without counting the patient organisations. The latter can be added as additional partners either
on own funds or by applying for funding, if eligible, from the respective funding organisations.
Please note that not more than two consortium partners per country can request funding,
including patient organisations. An exception is possible in countries with more than one funding
organisation: in these countries, three partners from the same country may apply for funding, if
one of them is a patient organisation and at least one of them is requesting funding to a regional
funding organisation. All other rules continue to apply.”
To facilitate the understanding of the above paragraph, please find below some examples:
Examples for eligible situations for projects involving patient organisations as partners in the
consortia (these are just examples, based on questions addressed to the JCS, other
combinations are possible and in the case of questions, please contact the JCS):


2

3 partners (not being patient organisations) of three different countries who request
and are eligible to receive funding and 1 patient organisation.

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/business-friendly-environment/sme-definition_en
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Consortium with 4 partners (not being patient organisations) plus one patient
organisation  3 from the same country including the patient organisation.
Eligible only if: “three partners from the same country may apply for funding, if one of
them is a patient organisation and at least one of them is requesting funding to a
regional funding organisation”
Consortium with 4 partners (not being patient organisations) plus one patient
organisation  3 partners from the same country including the patient organisation are
asking for funding.
Eligible only if: “three partners from the same country may apply for funding, if one of
them is a patient organisation and at least one of them is requesting funding to a
regional funding organisation”
Consortium with 4 partners (not being patient organisations) plus one patient
organisation  3 partners from the same country including the patient organisation.
a) 2 partners request funding (not being patient organisations) and the patient
organisation participates with own funding.
b) 1 partner not being patient organisation and the patient organisation are requesting
funding and one partner (not being patient organisations)
Consortium with 4 partners (not being patient organisations) plus one patient
organisation  3 partners (not being patient organisations) from three different
countries who request and are eligible to receive funding plus one partner (not being
patient organisation) and the patient organisation participating on own funding.

Please be reminded that individual funder’s regulations might apply and have to be respected.

Question: “What is patient organization? Hospitals?”
No, hospitals are not patient organisations. Patient organisations are entities that represent
patients.

Question: “If a consortium has 6 funded participants and one patient organization as 7th
partner, can they still at the second stage, include an under-represented partner? This would
make a consortium with 8 members?”
Yes, as indicated in the call text on pages 19 and 20: “* (…) Patient organisations are not included
in this calculation.” and “Exception: To facilitate the integration of patient organisations in
consortia, they can be added to a consortium as additional partners at the pre-proposal stage or
the full-proposal stage. The consortia must follow all of the above-mentioned rules regarding
the consortia composition without counting the patient organisations. The latter can be added
as additional partners either on own funds or by applying for funding, if eligible, from the
respective funding organisations. Please note that not more than two consortium partners per
country can request funding, including patient organisations. An exception is possible in
countries with more than one funding organisation: in these countries, three partners from the
same country may apply for funding, if one of them is a patient organisation and at least one of
them is requesting funding to a regional funding organisation. All other rules continue to apply.”
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VI.

ECR – Early career researchers

Question: “Where can we find the Early Career Researcher definition in terms of requirements?”
Question: “Concerning the early researcher, where can we find the exact definition? How many
years after PhD or MD?”
Question: “Could you please briefly outline the eligibility criteria for early researcher investigator
that the proposal needs to have as principal investigator?”
The definition of ERC can be found in the call text as annex III (page 37). “Early career
researchers/scientists must have been awarded their first PhD/MD or equivalent doctoral
degree, at least 2 and up to 7 years’ prior to the proposal submission deadline of the ERA PerMed
JTC2022 (after 1st January 2014). Extensions (maternity, paternity and long-term illness) to this
period may be allowed in the event of eligible career breaks, which must be properly documented
and could be subject of verification by the respective regional/national funding organisation. ”

Question: “For physicians (where specialization rather than PhD applies), the “Early Career
Researcher” requirement can be fulfilled by the year of specialization? Is Specialization eligible?”
Yes, the specialisation is falling under the category “equivalent doctoral degree”.
If specific funding regulations should be considered, they are outlined in the guidelines for
applicants individually for each funding organisation.

3 Pre-proposal submission – regional/national requirements
Question: “There is one coordinator, which submits the pre-proposal at his/her national funding
agency and the ERAPerMed. What about the partners? Does each partner have to submit a preproposal to their national funding agencies?”
ERA PerMed requires only one proposal submitted per consortia through the online submission
tool. This submission has to be done by the proposal coordinator.
Each consortium partner has to verify the funding regulations of his/her regional/national
funding organisation. Some funding organisations require the submission of the proposal on
regional/national level or the submission of additional documents. The deadlines for submitting
these documents can differ from the pre-proposal submission deadline.
Call Text (page 22):
“Applicants from some regions/countries may be required to submit the additional
regional/national proposal and/or other information (in some cases before the deadline of this
call) directly to their relevant regional/national funding organisations.”

4 Questions around the “Evaluation”
Question: “Are the scores from first round carried over/taken into account for to evaluation of
the full-proposal at second stage?”
There is no transfer of the scores between the first and second stage.
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Question: “There is no score of our last proposal (2021) so we know just reviewers’ comments.”
The scores are not communicated to consortia in ERA PerMed calls. Only the written comments
of the reviewers in both stages and the final consensus report after the panel meeting are shared
with the project coordinators by the Joint Call Secretariat.

5 Questions around “Eligibility”
I.

General questions around “Eligibility”

Question: Are the national eligibility criteria centrally listed OR should they be individually
requested from the NCPs?
The regional/national funding regulations are outlined in the “Guidelines for Applicants
document”, that is available on the ERA PerMed website: https://erapermed.isciii.es/wpcontent/uploads/2021/12/2_ERA-PerMed_JTC2022_Guidelines_final-V1.pdf
Each regional/national funding organisation applies its respective funding regulations . With
specific questions, please contact the individual agencies directly.

Several questions were received around the eligibility of modules in different countries.
Please note that not all modules or research areas and in some cases only sub-topics of modules
are eligible for individual funding organisations. An overview of eligible modules/research areas
can be found in the call text in ANNEX II (pages 31-36). More information are available in the
“Guidelines for Applicants document”. Applicants are therefore strongly advised to verify their
funding organisation’s specific regulations and to contact their regional/national agency.

Question: “(…) Should the coordinator of the proposal be located in the country of the funding
agency?”
ERA-Net calls are based on regional/national funding. Applicants can request funding from
his/her regional/national funding organisation. Funding is provided based on the respective
regional/national funding regulations.
Call Text (page 18):
“The project coordinator must be eligible to be funded by his/her regional/national
participating funding organisation.”

Question: “Should documents for signed by the patient informed consensus included in English
or in the natural language?”
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Recommendation: if such documents are provided for information during the submission
process, they should be available also in English.

Question: “Do you accept electronic signatures in the call documents when applying?”
Digital signatures or scanned signatures are accepted.

II.

Participation in more than one proposal in 2022 or more than one project
in the frame of ERA PerMed (JTC2018-2022)

Question: “If we had a 2021 application and we would like to submit a derivate proposal for this
call, do we have to same partners or not? (…)”
It is up to the consortium to define the partner composition. The number of consortium
partners, the category of partner organisations and their research contribution should be
appropriate for the aims of the research project (fitting to the scope of the respective call) and
should be reasonably balanced in terms of international participation. Each collaborative project
should represent the critical mass necessary to achieve ambitious scientific goals and should
clearly demonstrate added value for the cooperation.

Question: “Can partners with an ongoing JTC2021 project apply with a new separate project?”
Question: “Can the same organization present more than one proposal as coordinator?”
Question: “How many proposals can be submitted by Institute as coordinators?”
Question: “Can an applicant be part of two ERA-PERMED proposals? One as coordinator and one
as a member for instance.”
Answer for the entire set of four questions above: Contact the respective regional/national
funding organisation to clarify these questions as regional/national funding regulations prevail.

6 Data Management Plan (DMP)
Question: “Is a Data Management Plan template available for download at ERA PerMed
website?”
The Data Management Plan template for the JTC2022 will be available for information already
at the full-proposal stage, but it has to be presented only by the funded projects in the call .
The DMP template of the JTC2021 is still available on the ERA PerMed website.

7 Questions around the “Budget”
Question: “What is the approx. average funding per project for a consortium with for example
6 partners? Is there a max. duration of the proposed projects?”
Call Text (page 21):
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“The maximum duration of the projects is three years in accordance with ERA PerMed funding
organisation regulations. The studies performed should be finalised at the latest within the third
year of the funding period. Eligible costs and funding provisions may vary according to the
respective funding organisation’s regulations. Project partners must refer and adhere to their
own regional/national regulations and scientific remits, as detailed in the relevant
regional/national announcements (see Annex II).”

Question: “How much budget can be requested per partner?”
As indicated above: “Eligible costs and funding provisions may vary according to the respective
funding organisation’s regulations.”  the funding volume and the eligible costs depends on
the funding regulations of the agency from that the partner requests funding.

8 General question around ERA PerMed calls
Overall success rate of ERA PerMed calls
Question: What are the percentages applications/step1 and step1 to final acceptance?
Considering the JTC2018-2021: approx. 200 pre-proposals in the first stage, ≈50 full-proposals
invited to the second stage, between 18-25 funded projects.
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